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HSC BRIEFING 8 August 195

THE SINO-BURMA BOHDER SITUATION

i. Freas reports of a Chisese Communist "invasion” of northern
Lurma are greatly warmzam,

&. Actually, susll Thinese Communist contingents have been
cocupying disputed territory in Burma's remote Wa and Eachin

Htates {map), adjacent to wndefined portions of the Burma's boundary

with Chins, for at least the past yesr.

. wvefinition of siso-flurmese ﬁa@éﬁt has Deen a problem aince

1886, Altbough ¥Wa State section was surveyed under league of Nations

susploss in 1939, Enchin State lipe was srbitrarily draws by Uritish

adainistrators in 1006, and pever accepted by any Chinese govourament.
€. actually, last ween's flurry of sews appears to have resulted
irvom a Durmese govermment sunlicity plant, which the govermment is
now plaving down.
. Ia a carefully-worded sommunique on 31 July, Rangoon sought
to play down the seriousnsss of the situation. Premier Sa Bwe, on

¢ Aug., followed up with a public statement capbasizing “‘cordisl”

Fino-uraese relatioss, asnd stating he had "every hope” for so

amicaile seottliemont.

4. There is no doudbt, Rowever, that the Burmese goveromeant iws
dewply disturbed over the Chins boryder problem, and has even had doubts
shout tie visdowm of reoponing the Burma Boad.

A. bespite repuated Burmese offorts to gpen pegotiations on

e b

the Lorder provlem, all their approaches have been &ﬁ;ﬁﬁgﬁiy rolmffed.
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#. Imasperation over thesc rebulfs gertainly has inspired
Surmese Cleass” of information to the press--is hopes of galniag
oy publicity what they bave falled to accomplish by diplomacy.

<. Promier Ba Swe's 7 Aug. statement that Peiping has been
reguested to withdraw its troops from the ¥ #tates and negotiate
demarcation “of the froutier ares” cen Le considered an overt move
ip this mame camMpaizn.

G.  Peiping, spperently embarrassed by world-wide iantercst in the
matter, stated ite pomition in a 3 August broadoast--four days after the
“invasion” story LYoke.

4, Although the Chinese Communists admitted the presence of
trovps in the disputed sren. Peliping attacked the "American
propagands machine” for oxploiting this situation in an effort to
get fuvan iato SBATO.

4. In any segotimtions with the Barmese, the Chinesc Comsunigts
san e axpected to e extromely sticky.

A. In this consection, US embasey Rangoon states thatl Burma’s
norder claims are not altogether indisputable.

i, in any event. emevgence of tho Lorder probtilem into the
public view constitutes anothey brsie to the development of close

ties betwesn Burma and the Bino-Soviet Blog.
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